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Dean, J. T. The Book of Revelation. Edinburgh: T. & T.Clark, 1915. 191 

pages. 2S. 

This little volume is a popular but sensible interpretation of the last book of the 
New Testament. The Book of Revelation has been made the subject of so much fanci- 
ful exposition, particularly when explained for popular reading, that one must feel 
considerable gratification in taking up a "handbook for Bible classes and private 
students" in which the book is expounded in the light of the actual historical situation 
from which it came. Thus interpreted, it is easily understood, as the present com- 
mentary demonstrates. If the commentator, who uses the English text, had based 
his interpretation on paragraphs, instead of on words and phrases, his commendable 
little book might have served still better the needs of the general reader. 

S. J. C. 



CHURCH HISTORY 

Stewart, H. F. The Holiness of Pascal. Cambridge: University Press, 

1915. ix+ 14s pages. 4s. 

This little volume contains the Hulsean Lectures for 1914-15. As usual in these 
lectures, we have a cross between lectures and sermons. But in this case even where 
the treatment is sermonic it is always well based in accurate knowledge. This appears 
the moment we state that at the end of the work there are 44 pages of critical notes 
and citations. The book is therefore dependable when subjected to the critical tests 
of scholarship. 

The author does not propose to tell the story of Pascal in detail. Yet to the one 
who knows nothing of Pascal there are sufficient facts to give one a very good idea 
of the man as he really was. On three points where there is general misinformation 
Mr. Stewart sets matters right : First, Pascal was not of the inner circle of Part Royal. 
He was never a solitary. Secondly, he did not, when he returned to religion, turn his 
back forever upon mathematics. We must not forget that he was a keenly gifted and 
carefully trained scientist. Thirdly, he was a man of wealth and position. The four 
chapters of the book are: "Biographical"; "Pascal in Controversy"; "Pascal's 
Doctrinal System"; "Pascal's Personal Religion." 

We are sometimes assured that saints are rare among men of science. They 

are probably still rarer among men of the world. But the author seems to prove his 

thesis that Pascal, who knew both science and the world, was a saint. 

J. W. M. 

Hitchcock, F. R. Montgomery. St. Patrick and His Gallic Friends. Lon- 
don: Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 1916. 164 pages. 
35. 6d. 

This book, as the title indicates, is divided into two parts. The first deals with 
Patrick — the state of religion in Ireland when he came; his doctrine; his writings; 
his life and mission; and some of the Patrician problems. Among these problems the 
most interesting one has to do with Patrick's relations to Rome. In a critical study 
of the evidence the author deals especially with Professor Bury's well-known views 
which grant the contention of Rome that Patrick in Ireland recognized the authority 
and worked under the direction of the Bishop of Rome. At the conclusion of this 
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careful study the author finds no ground for the statements that Patrick "represented 
the unity of the Church," and showed an "immeasurable reverence for Rome." 
Rather Patrick himself says: "I had been taught by Christ, my Lord, and my faith 
was approved in the sight of God and man." Also a note under date 443 a.d. describes 
Patrick as "abounding in the ardor of the faith and the doctrine of Christ." 

The second and larger part of the book deals with Patrick in his relations with his 
Gallic friends. In his foreword the author tells us that "this little book was written 
to remind all whom it may concern of the time when Gallican bishops came over to 
help the British Church in its difficulties, and when Gallican bishops educated, trained 
and consecrated a bishop who was afterwards universally recognized as the National 
Saint of Ireland." This part of the work is new, for the Gallic contemporaries of 
Patrick have not hitherto received sufficient attention. Among these contemporaries 
are: Orientus of Anch; Honoratus of Lerins; Hilary of Aries; and Germanus of 
Auxene. 

Citations and critical notes are found at the end of each chapter. 

J. W. M. 

Cole, R. L. Love Feasts: A History of the Christian Agape. London: Kelly, 

1916. 292 pages. 5s. 

This is a welcome summary of data bearing upon the obscure subject of the Chris- 
tian Agape. The history of the usage from earliest times to the present is given, in 
so far as information is available. The work is descriptive rather than controversial. 
The author adopts at the outset a commonly accepted view regarding the origin of the 
Agape and its relation to the Eucharist. He thinks the first Christians were accus- 
tomed to meet for a common evening meal (the Agape), at the close of which they 
celebrated the Lord's Supper. Later the two observances were separated, and in 
many communities the Agape soon disappeared. 

S. J. C. 

Schlatter, A. Der Martyrer in den AnfSngen der Kirche. Gutersloh: 

Bertelsmann, 1915. 86 pages. M. 2. 

This is a study in the origins of the ideal of martyrdom, which ultimately came to 
occupy so large a place in early Christianity. The author maintains that the Christian 
ideal, which receives its literary expression in the various "Acts" of the martyrs, is 
largely a heritage from Judaism. The topics briefly discussed are the origin of the 
idea of a martyr, later Jewish martyrdoms, the prophet as a martyr, the grave of the 
prophets, the notion of merit, miracles as an attestation of the martyrs, and variation 
in the representation of a martyr. About half the space is given to extended footnotes 
dealing with the sources of information. 

S. J. C. 

Appel, Heinrich. Kurzgefasste Kirchengeschichte fur Studierende. 2. Aufl. 

Leipzig: Deichert (Scholl), 1915. xix+712 pages. M. 10. 

The second edition of this work now appears in a single volume, instead of in 
four separate parts as in the first edition. There is also a more abundant use of various 
forms of type to aid the eye in distinguishing between different phases of subject- 
matter. The literature of the subject has been brought up to date, so far as German 
works are concerned, and the indices have been remade to cover the contents of the 
single volume. Otherwise the second edition is essentially a reproduction of the first. 



